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Life Group Discussion Guide 

“Qualifications for Biblical Eldership” 

I Timothy 3:1-7 

Getting Started:  

� Take a moment to introduce each other if there is anyone in your group that doesn’t know everyone.  

� Pray together that God would work powerfully through your fellowship in the word in the upcoming 

weeks and months to strengthen each other’s walk with Christ and enhance our witness for Christ.  

� Read I Timothy 3:1-7 together.  

Consider the Word:  

1. Paul begins in verse 1 by affirming that the work of shepherding is a fine or noble work. What makes 

this work noble (cf. Acts 20:28-30)? Why do you think Paul thought it important to encourage elders in 

this way?  

 

 

2. As you look over the qualifications for elders in verses 2-7, only two qualifications are based on ability 

rather that character qualities. Why do you think most of the requirements are largely based on a man’s 

character? Why did Paul include the ability to teach and the ability to manage one’s household as 

necessities alongside godly character?  

 

 

3. Verse 2 requires that elders must be “able to teach.” Why is it non-negotiable that elders have the ability 

to teach (see I Tim 3:15; Titus 1:9; 2 Tim 4:2; 1 Tim 4:16)? What all is entailed in one’s ability to teach 

(what criteria confirm an elder’s ability to teach)?  

 

 

4. Reflect on verses 4-5 (and other passages that come to mind). Why is it essential that a man demonstrate 

spiritual maturity and leadership in his home before assuming leadership in the church? What things 

should be evident in a man’s family-life that verify his readiness to shepherd God’s people?  

 

 

5. Walk through the list of qualifications together. How do these qualities in church leaders help guard the 

church? How would the absence of one of these qualities be potentially damaging to the church?  

 

Taking the Word to Heart and Life:  

 

6. Pastor Ty pointed out that while these qualities are essential in the selection of elders, they also represent 

a mark of maturity that all believers should be striving for. Identify a particular area in which you need 

to grow. Share with your group how they can pray for your growth in that particular area for your 

progress in Christlikeness.  
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Prayer:  

� Pray that all of the members of our body will be growing to maturity in these qualities of godliness.  

� Pray that God will raise up elders at TEFC who will above reproach and maturity so as to protect and 

lead the church in a God-honoring way. 

� Pray for our Nominating Committee, along with the elders and congregation, in the process of 

identifying who should join our team of elders for this season of ministry.  

� Pray for any personal needs represented in your group.  


